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Creative Camera Angles

Let’s start this assignment with the most important element of a good photo — composition. By which I mean, basically, “Make it look interesting!”
So, I challenge you, “No more boring photos!” The camera is allowed to shoot from anywhere BUT at eye-level standing a few feet away from the subject.

Couple of Ideas: 
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1.) First, try shooting down at your subject from directly above.
Digital cameras nowadays make this really easy, because you don’t have to hold the camera up to your eye all the time to see through the viewfinder — you can hold it out at arm’s length, tilted down a bit, and still get a good idea of what you’re shooting from the preview on the back of the camera.
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When you’re shooting at arm’s length from above the subject, it’s important to:

· To start with, pick a subject who’s short. (Little kids are ideal.) 
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Always have them look up at you! (Otherwise you’ll just see a head of hair.)
2.) Next, try shooting up at your subject from below. (This usually means “ground level”, as anything lower than that takes a bit too much effort!)

Tilt the camera up slightly so that you don’t get too much of the ground in your photo. This gives you a completely different viewpoint that normal
Camera Angles

The term camera angle means slightly different things to different people but it always refers to the way a shot is composed. Some people use it to include all camera angle shots; others use it to specifically mean the angle between the camera and the subject. We will concentrate on the literal interpretation of camera angles, that is, the angle of the camera relative to the subject.

Eye-Level – not allowed to do!!!
This is the most common view, being the real-world angle that we are all used to. It shows subjects as we would expect to see them in real life. It is a fairly neutral shot.

High Angle

A high angle shows the subject from above, i.e. the camera is angled down towards the subject. This has the effect of diminishing the subject, making them appear less powerful, less significant or even submissive.

Low Angle

This shows the subject from below, giving them the impression of being more powerful or dominant.

Bird's Eye

The scene is shown from directly above. This is a completely different and somewhat unnatural point of view which can be used for dramatic effect or for showing a different spatial perspective.

In drama it can be used to show the positions and motions of different characters and objects, enabling the viewer to see things the characters can't.

The bird's-eye view is also very useful in sports, documentaries, etc.

Slanted

Also known as a dutch tilt, this is where the camera is purposely tilted to one side so the horizon is on an angle. This creates an interesting and dramatic effect. Famous examples include Carol Reed's The Third Man, Orson Welles' Citizen Kane and the Batman series.

Dutch tilts are also popular in MTV-style video production, where unusual angles and lots of camera movement play a big part.

Here is your assignment
Directions:
1.) Take 10-15 photos of people, places, or things.  Only 5 of those photos can be from school grounds.  You will have to take photos outside of school!

2.) Download photos

3.) Make a new folder > creative angles > drag your work 

4.) Open Bridge

Once your photos are taken – you are going to practice basic steps in Bridge, Photoshop adjustments, and make a vignette! Get excited! 

Once in Bridge:
1.) Label photos to quality.  Good to Bad

· Label > star rating

· 1 being worst and 5 being best

2.) Lets rename all our photos in that group

· Tools > Batch > rename in same folder, give them a text name (angles)

3.) Let make a contact sheet of all out photos to print off

· Tools > Photoshop > contact Sheet II > okay

4.) Print off your contact sheet in Photoshop (regular paper) and save.  

· Turn in with your assignment

Once in Photoshop:
1.) Pick out your strongest and most interesting creative angle.  Ask people around you for their opinion so you can be sure you are picking your best.

2.) Open in Photoshop

3.) Change your image size

· 200 Resolution

· Must fit on an 8 x 10 paper

4.) Make a duplicate Layer

5.) Adjust your colors

· Image > adjustments > levels.  Move your sliders to increase your contrast.  Your photo should look realistic and crisp. 

· Try out your other adjustments to see what they do.

· Image > adjustments 

Once your color is great . . . lets add a Vignette:  

A vignette, or soft fade, is a popular photo effect where the photo gradually fades into the background, usually in an oval shape.
1.) Add a new layer.
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2.) Fill with white

3.) Change your blend mode to multiply  
4.) Filter > distort > lens correction.
· Slide the Vignette setting to the left to add a soft gray cast around the edges.

Once you’re finished:

1.) Print on good paper

2.) Save to the ToGrade folder > creative angles

3.) Save as Jpeg

